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STEWARDSHIP BULLETIN NOTES
April 3, 2011 – June 26, 2011
April 3, 2011
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Today is Laetare or Rejoice Sunday, the midpoint of our Lenten journey. Learning to see as God sees is a lifelong pursuit of Stewardship. Our readings present us with the choice of turning more fully to the light of Christ or to following our own path, perhaps unaware of how the darkness of sin can cloud our decisions.
April 10, 2011
Fifth Sunday of Lent
As Stewards, Lent provides each of us the opportunity to reflect more deeply on what life God wishes for us. As spring unfolds we begin to see many signs of new life around us in nature. Similarly, our lives can be renewed spiritually by allowing Christ, who is the Resurrection and Life, to raise us up.
April 17, 2011
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
Jesus is our mentor and model of Stewardship. He shows us how to be a servant of God and others. He teaches us that we are to love God with our whole being, and to do his will. We are also to lay down our lives in service to others. As we enter Holy Week, let us resolve to do these things as we take up our cross and follow Jesus.
April 26, 2011
Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of the Lord
Christ is risen! His rising from the dead invites us to be raised up to a new and fuller life in him. As Stewards, we are encouraged to have our sights set on the things of heaven, rather than remaining earthbound in our spirit. Our faith in Christ’s Resurrection gives us confidence and hope that we, too, will one day overcome death and life forever with him in heaven.
May 1, 2011
Second Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday
The Church is a community of people who believe in the Resurrection of Christ. Its members are nourished by word and Sacrament, guided by the teachings of the Apostles, strengthened by the testimony of other believers, and sustained by the power of the Holy Spirit. As a Good Christian Steward, how do I witness to others my belief in the Resurrection?
May 8, 2011
Third Sunday of Easter
How is it possible that the two travelers on the road to Emmaus did not recognize Jesus?  Even they, themselves, asked this question! Important, though, is what they did after realizing that they had encountered Jesus. They immediately returned to Jerusalem to tell others. We, too, should tell others when we encounter Jesus in our daily lives.
May 15, 2011
Fourth Sunday of Easter
As we continue to celebrate this Easter Season, our readings today challenge us to think about the Resurrection and its implications for our lives. They remind us that as Stewards of Christ, we are to keep our focus on him. We are to follow wherever He leads us. He is the way to eternal life.
May 22, 2011
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Our Baptism calls us not to be passive believers, but to follow Jesus Christ in both word and deed. When Jesus says that he is the Way, the Truth and the Life, he is, in effect, also giving us a challenge. While we come to know God the Father through Jesus, others are to come to know and experience Christ’s love through us.
May 29, 2011
Sixth Sunday of Easter
All the earth should truly cry out to God with joy, for he is with us always.  No matter life’s inequities, injustices, trials or tribulations, God can give us strength and peace through the power of the Holy Spirit. As Stewards, we are never alone. Jesus promised not to leave us orphaned, and one way he fulfills that promise is through the gift of the Holy Spirit.
June 5, 2011
Ascension of the Lord
Today we celebrate that Jesus Christ ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of his Father. Even so, Jesus is ever-present to people of every age by the power of the Holy Spirit. We are called, as Stewards and followers of Jesus, to share the gospel message with others and help build up the Kingdom of God.
June 12, 2011
Pentecost Sunday
The Solemnity of Pentecost celebrates the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. Today’s celebration culminates the fifty days of Easter by commemorating the coming of the Holy Spirit and the manifestation of the Church. Stewards, enlivened by the Spirit, continue to live the mission of the Church as disciples of the Risen Christ, by responsible use of what has been entrusted to us.
June 19, 2011
The Most Holy Trinity
The Trinity is a mystery that surpasses intellectual understanding. Fortunately, God has revealed himself as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and made it possible to enter into a relationship with him. Through Baptism we were given a share in the divine life of the Trinity, and are called to live in greater love with God and one another each day.

June 26, 2011
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus
God provided the Israelites with manna from heaven to sustain them during their journey through the desert. We are provided with a greater gift, the Eucharist. It is greater because Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist. This means every time we receive Holy Communion we are nourished by Jesus so we can grow in faith and holiness of life. Today is the culmination of the YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST in our Diocese of Joliet. 
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